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additional time is necessary to make the
preliminary determination. Therefore,
pursuant to section 703(c)(1) of the Act,
we are postponing the preliminary
determination in this investigation to no
later than February 12, 1999.

This notice is published pursuant to
section 703(c)(2) of the Act.

Dated: January 22, 1999.
Robert. S. LaRussa,
Assistant Secretary for Import
Administration.
[FR Doc. 99–2221 Filed 1–28–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–DS–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Institute of Standards and
Technology

Government Owned Inventions

AGENCY: National Institute of Standards
and Technology, Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of government owned
inventions available for licensing.

SUMMARY: The inventions listed below
are owned in whole or in part by the
U.S. Government, as represented by the
Department of Commerce. The
Department of Commerce’s ownership
interest in the inventions is available for
licensing in accordance with 35 U.S.C.
207 and 37 CFR Part 404 to achieve
expeditious commercialization of
results of Federally funded research and
development.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Technical and licensing information on
these inventions may be obtained by
writing to: National Institute of
Standards and Technology, Office of
Technology Partnerships, Building 820,
Room 213, Gaithersburg, MD 20899; Fax
301–869–2751. Any request for
information should include the NIST
Docket No. and Title for the relevant
invention as indicated below.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NIST may
enter into a Cooperative Research and
Development Agreement (‘‘CRADA’’)
with the licensee to perform further
research on the inventions for purposes
of commercialization. The inventions
available for licensing are:

NIST Docket Number: 97–015US.
Title: Noise Reduction In Volume

Holographic Memories.
Abstract: A method for improving the

quality of holographic images by
reducing local noise in a holographic
memory system is disclosed. The
method is characterized by: storing a
white reference image and a black
reference image in the memory system,
storing a series of data images in the
memory system, applying a simple
model based on a point-to-point of

linear interpolation to the series of data
images, the white reference image and
the black reference image to provide a
series of corrected data images having
reduced noise. The simple model is
preferably in a form which is
characterized by temporal stability for
the series of data images for each set of
the black and white reference images.

NIST Docket Number: 97–045US.
Title: Granting Assisted Acousto-

Optic Tunable Filter and Method.
Abstract: Dense wavelength division

multiplexing (D–WDM) is promising in
future information networks to increase
the communication bandwidth. The
invention is an acousto-optic tunable
filter that can increase the number of
channels significantly by combining a
diffraction grating with an acousto-optic
spectrum analyzer. The novel grating-
assisted acousto-optic tunable filter
(GA–AOTF) allows a very narrow
spectral bandwidth (only 5% of those of
conventional AOTFs) resulting in a
significant increase in bandwidth and
available channels by a factor of
approximately 20.
Robert E. Hebner,
Acting Deputy Director.
[FR Doc. 99–2072 Filed 1–28–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–13–M

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration
[I.D. 011199E]

International Whaling Commission;
Meetings

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of public meetings.

SUMMARY: NOAA makes use of a public
Interagency Committee to assist in
preparing for meetings of the
International Whaling Commission
(IWC). This notice sets forth guidelines
for participating on the Committee and
a tentative schedule of meetings and of
important dates.
DATES: The February 19, 1999,
Interagency Meeting will be held at 2:00
p.m. See SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
for tentative 1999 meeting schedules.
ADDRESSES: The February 19, 1999,
meeting will be held in Room 1863,
Herbert C. Hoover Building, Department
of Commerce, 14th and Constitution,
Washington, DC 20230.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Catherine Corson, (301) 713–2322.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
February 19, 1999, Interagency

Committee meeting will review recent
events relating to the IWC and issues
that will arise at the 1999 IWC annual
meeting.

The Secretary of Commerce is charged
with the responsibility of discharging
the obligations of the United States
under the International Convention for
the Regulation of Whaling, 1946. This
authority has been delegated to the
Under Secretary for Oceans and
Atmosphere, who is also the U.S.
Commissioner to the IWC. The U.S.
Commissioner has primary
responsibility for the preparation and
negotiation of U.S. positions on
international issues concerning whaling
and for all matters involving the IWC.
He is staffed by the Department of
Commerce and assisted by the
Department of State, the Department of
the Interior, the Marine Mammal
Commission, and by other interested
agencies.

Each year, NOAA conducts meetings
and other activities to prepare for the
annual meeting of the IWC. The major
purpose of the preparatory meetings is
to provide input in the development of
policy by individuals and non-
governmental organizations interested
in whale conservation. NOAA believes
that this participation is important for
the effective development and
implementation of U.S. policy
concerning whaling. Any person with
an identifiable interest in United States
whale conservation policy may
participate in the meetings, but NOAA
reserves the authority to inquire about
the interest of any person who appears
at a meeting and to determine the
appropriateness of that person’s
participation. Foreign nationals and
persons who represent foreign
governments may not attend. These
stringent measures are necessary to
promote the candid exchange of
information and to establish the
necessary basis for the relatively open
process of preparing for IWC meetings
that characterizes current practices.

Tentative Meeting Schedule

The schedule of additional meetings
and deadlines, including those of the
IWC, during 1999 follows. Specific
locations and times will be published in
the Federal Register.

April 9, 1999 (Department of
Commerce, Herbert C. Hoover Building,
Room 1863, Washington, D.C.):
Interagency Committee meeting to
review recent events relating to the IWC
and to review U.S. positions for the
1998 IWC annual meeting.
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